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ENTRY OF BRITISH REFUGEE CHILDREN INTO THE 
UNITED STATES 


[Released to the press July 11] 

Officials of the Department of State have co- 
operated whole-heartedly and enthusiastically 
with other officials of this Government charged 
with the control of immigration and also with 
interested private organizations, including the 
United States Committee for the Care of Euro- 
pean Children, which has its headquarters in 
New York City. The fact is that all the red tape 
has been cut and all of the non-essential require- 
ments have been eliminated, and this has been 
effective to the extent that up to today no visa 
has been refused to any qualified child in Eng- 
land. The American Embassy at London has 
provided every facility for the prompt issuance 
of visas, and no delay whatever exists in acting 
in these cases. Within the last 24 hours the 
Department of State has been on several occa- 
sions in contact with Ambassador Kennedy at 
London by telegraph and telephone, in addi- 
tion to numerous communications to and from 
him since the subject of British refugee children 
first came up. The fact is that the United States 
is prepared to take children under its present 
requirements in much greater number than have 
been made available by the British authorities. 
Under the present arrangements for visas, 
13,000 children can leave Great Britain for the 
United States by August 1. Only a fraction 
of that number have arrived in the past few 
weeks, though our officers in England have 
offered every facility at their command for this 
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purpose. The issuance of visas in greater num- 
ber than now authorized would not appear to 
be necessary until the present quota has been 
approximated. 

Any delay that may be occurring in the emi- 
gration from England of children refugees for 
the United States or Canada is not attributable 
in any way to American regulations or to failure 
of American officials to cooperate. 

The following excerpt of a telegram from 
Ambassador Kennedy to the Department of 
State last night is indicative of the situation in 
London: 


“I note in the press and elsewhere a disposi- 
tion to blame red tape for the small number of 
British children thus far sent to America. 
There is nothing to this charge. I dislike red 
tape more than most people, but I must admit 
that in this instance children are being passed 
by the American Consulate General faster than 
the British are able to find shipping accom- 
modations for them. As a matter of record, 
many applicants who have received appoint- 
ments for visa interviews report that they have 
not yet been able to procure their British pass- 
ports. Visas for 1,735 additional children are 
now in process of issuance. The number who 
have actually been able to secure shipping ac- 
commodations is estimated to be around 600. 
In view of this situation, any discussion about 
cutting the red tape is purely academic at the 
moment.” 
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REGULATIONS RELATING TO TRAVEL IN COMBAT AREA 


The following regulation has been codified 
under Title 22: Foreign Relations; Chapter I: 
Department of State; and Subchapter A: The 
Department, in accordance with the require- 
ments of the Federal Register and the Code of 
Federal Regulations: 


Part 55C—TRAvEL 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the President’s proclamation numbered 2410, 
of June 11, 1940, to promulgate such rules and 
regulations not inconsistent with law as may 
be necessary and proper to carry out the pro- 
visions of section 3 of the joint resolution of 
Congress approved November 4, 1939, as 
amended June 26, 1940, as made effective by 
that and previous proclamations, I hereby 
amend 22 CFR 55C.4 (c) to read as follows: 


§ 55C.4 American vessels in combat areas— 
(c) Vessels authorized to evacuate American 
citizens and those under direction of Ameri- 
can Red Cross. The provisions of the procla- 
mation do not apply to any American vessel 
which, by arrangement with the appropriate 
authorities of the United States Government, 
is commissioned to proceed into or through this 
combat area in order to evacuate citizens of the 
United States who are in imminent danger to 
their lives as a result of combat operations in- 
cident to the present war, or to any American 
vessels proceeding into or through this area, 
unarmed and not under convoy, under charter 
or other direction and control of the Ameri- 
can Red Cross, on a mission of mercy only and 
carrying only Red Cross materials and per- 
sonnel: Provided, That where permission has 
not been given by the blockading power, no 
American Red Cross vessel shall enter a port 
where a blockade by aircraft, surface vessel, 
or submarine is being attempted through the 
destruction of vessels, or into a port of any 
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country where such blockade of the whole 
country is being so attempted. (Secs. 3, 4, 
Public Res. 54, 76th Cong., 2d sess., approved 
Nov. 4, 1939, as amended by Public Res. 87, 
76th Cong., 3d sess., approved June 26, 1940; 
Proc. No. 2410, June 11, 1940) 


CorpetL Hutt, 
Secretary of State. 


[ SEAL] 


Juty 5, 1940. 


[Released to the press July 8] 

Re@uiatTion Unper Section 3 OF THE JOINT 
Resotution or Concress Approvep Novem- 
BER 4, 1939, as AMENDED JUNE 26, 1940 


The Secretary of State announces that the 
S. S. McKeesport has, by arrangement with 
the appropriate authorities of the United 
States Government, been commissioned to pro- 
ceed into and through the combat area defined 
by the President in his proclamation, num- 
bered 2410,? of June 11, 1940, under charter by 
the American Red Cross. The provisions of 
the President’s proclamation of June 11, 1940, 
therefore, shall not apply to the voyage which 
the S. S. McKeesport has been commissioned 
to undertake under the aforesaid auspices. 

Corpett Hutt, 
Secretary of State. 
Juuy 5, 1940. 


REPATRIATION OF AMERICAN 
CITIZENS 


[Released to the press July 13] 

The American steamship Manhattan sailed 
from Lisbon, Portugal, for New York at 4:35 
p. m., Lisbon time, July 12. She embarked 


? See the Bulletin of June 15, 1940 (Vol. II, No. 51), 
pp. 641-643. 





JULY 13, 1940 


approximately 800 American citizens and mem- 
bers of their families at Lisbon. 

All belligerent governments have been in- 
formed of the date of sailing and the course 
the vessel will follow and that the vessel is 
returning to the United States with Americans 
evacuated from Europe. She carries no cargo 
taken aboard in Europe. She carries Ameri- 
can flags prominently displayed, is proceeding 
fully lighted at night, is unarmed, and is mov- 
ing without convoy. The belligerent govern- 
ments have also been informed that the Gov- 
ernment of the United States expects the ves- 
sel to make its return voyage without inter- 
ruption or molestation by the air, naval, or 
military forces of any belligerent. 

The Manhattan is due at New York on 
July 18. 
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VISIT OF THE GOVERNOR GENERAL 
OF NORTH GREENLAND TO THE 
UNITED STATES 


[Released to the press July 9] 

The Governor of North Greenland, Mr. E. 
Brun, with a group of Danish officials connected 
with the administration of Greenland, will 
arrive in Boston July 9 on board the U. S. 
Coast Guard cutter Campbell. They will be 
accompanied by Mr. James K. Penfield, the 
American Consul to Greenland, and will be 
met by a representative of the Secretary of 
State. 

Governor Brun and his associates are visiting 
the United States for the purpose of discussing 
economic matters pertaining to the trade and 
commerce of Greenland, which for the time 
being has been diverted from Denmark by the 
interruption of direct communication with the 
mother country. After meeting Danish officials 
in New York, the Greenland delegation will 
, visit Washington, where they will confer with 
American officials. 
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An American Consulate was recently tem- 
porarily established in Greenland for the pur- 
pose of facilitating commerce between the 
United States and that Danish colony. 


| The American Republics | 


MEETING OF THE FOREIGN MINIS- 
TERS OF THE AMERICAN REPUB- 
LICS AT HABANA 

[Released to the press July 13] 

Following is the delegation of the United 
States of America to the Second Meeting of the 
Foreign Ministers of the American Republics, 
Habana, July 20, 1940: 


Delegate: 
The Honorable Cordell Hull, Secretary of 
State 


Advisers: 

The Honorable Adolf A. Berle, Jr., Assistant 
Secretary of State 

The Honorable William Dawson, Ambassador 
to Panama 

Mr. Green H. Hackworth, Legal Adviser, De- 
partment of State 

Mr. Leo Pasvolsky, Special Assistant to the 
Secretary of State 

Mr. Laurence Duggan, Chief, Division of the 
American Republics, Department of State 

Mr. Harry D. White, Director of Monetary 
Research, Department of the Treasury 

Mr. Grosvenor M. Jones, Assistant Director, 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Com- 
merce, Department of Commerce 

Mr. Leslie A. Wheeler, Director, Office of 
Foreign Agricultural Relations, Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. 

















| Legislation 








An Act To provide for exercising the right with re- 
spect to red cedar shingles reserved in the trade agree- 
ment concluded November 17, 1938, between the United 
States of America and Canada, and for other purposes. 
(Public No. 698, 76th Cong., 3d sess.) 1p. 5¢. 

















Departmental Service 


CENTRAL TRANSLATING OFFICE 


[Released to the press July 12] 


The Secretary of State, on July 9, issued the _ 


following departmental order establishing a 
Central Translating Office in the Department 
of State: 


“DEPARTMENTAL Orper No. 862 


“For the purpose of further implementing the 
program of cooperation with the other Amer- 
ican Republics, there is hereby established a 
Central Translating Office in the Department of 
State. 

“The Office shall have general charge of 
translating from English for distribution in the 
other American Republics certain publications 
of this Government, such as those of an educa- 
tional, scientific, and technical character and 
those relating to public health, commerce, and 
conservation. In cooperation with Divisions 
and Offices of the Department of State and the 
Interdepartmental Committee on Cooperation 
with the American Republics, it shall have re- 
sponsibility under the general supervision here- 
inafter indicated for the initiation and formu- 
lation of policy with respect to the adaptability 
of publications for distribution; and it shall 
have general charge of the administration of 
programs adopted for the distribution of trans- 
lated material. 

“The Central Translating Office shall func- 
tion under the general supervision of the Under 
Secretary of State and shall maintain effective 
liaison with the Divisions of the American Re- 
publics, Cultural Relations, and International 
Communications of the Department of State, 
and with interested Divisions and Offices of 
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other Departments and Agencies as well. The 
symbol designation of the Office shall be TC. 
“The Director of Personnel shall provide the 


, necessary personnel and equipment for the new 


Office within the limitations of appropriated 
funds. 

“The provisions of this Order shall be effec- 
tive on July 9, 1940, and shall supersede the 
provisions of any existing Order in conflict 
therewith. 

Corpett Hui” 


PERSONNEL CHANGES 


[Released to the press July 12] 

By departmental order, the Secretary has 
appointed Mr. Bryton Barron as Assistant 
Chief of the Division of Research and Pub- 
lication, and Mr. Henry S. Villard as an As- 
sistant Chief of the Division of Near Eastern 
Affairs. 

The Secretary has designated Mr. Edgar P. 
Allen as Acting Assistant Chief of the Divi- 
sion of Controls. Mr. Leonard H. Price has 
been designated to serve as Acting Assistant 
Chief of the same division in the absence of 
the Chief, the Assistant Chief, or the Acting 
Assistant Chief. 

Mr. Philip W. Bonsal has been designated 
Acting Assistant Chief of the Division of the 
American Republics. 

Mr. Richard Pattee has been designated Act- 
ing Assistant Chief of the Division of Cultural 
Relations. 





Treaty Information 


Compiled by the Treaty Division 


POSTAL 
Universal Postal Convention of 1939 


Philippine Islands 

The American Ambassador to Argentina re- 
ported by a despatch dated June 28, 1940, that 
the instrument of ratification by the Govern- 
ment of the Commonwealth of the Philippines 
of the Universal Postal Convention, the regu- 
lations for its execution, the provisions for air- 
mail transportation, and their final protocols, 
all signed at Buenos Aires on May 23, 1939, 
was recorded by the Argentine Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs on May 13, 1940. 


PUBLICATIONS 


Agreement With Brazil for the Exchange 
of Official Publications 


An agreement effected by an exchange of 
notes undertaking a complete exchange of offi- 
cial publications between the United States and 
Brazil entered into force on June 24, 1940. 

The agreement provides that the exchange 
office for the transmission of the publications 
of the United States is the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution and that the exchange office on the part 
of Brazil is the Instituto Nacional do Livro. 
Each Government agrees to furnish to the 
other a full set of the official publications of 
its several branches, departments, bureaus, of- 
fices, and institutions. It also provides that 
publications of any new instrumentalities 
which may be created by either Government 
in the future shall be included without the 
necessity of subsequent negotiation. Neither 
Government is obligated by the agreement to 
furnish confidential publications, blank forms, 
or circular letters not of a public nature. Each 


party agrees to bear the postal, railroad, steam- 
ship, and other charges arising in its own 
country. 


SOCIAL 


Convention and Statute Establishing an 
International Relief Union 


Burma 


According to a circular letter from the 
League of Nations dated May 29, 1940, the 
British Government has notified the Secretary 
General of its desire that the Convention and 
Statute Establishing an International Relief 
Union, signed at Geneva on July 12, 1927, in 
which Burma formerly participated as a part 
of India, should be regarded as applying to 
Burma as a British overseas territory as from 
April 1, 1937, the date on which Burma was 
separated from India and acquired its new 
status. 

The letter adds that the notification which 
was received by the Secretariat on May 10, 
1940, states that the declaration made at the 
time of the adherence of Great Britain, ex- 
cluding from the operation of the Convention 
His Britannic Majesty’s colonies, protectorates, 
or territories under suzerainty or mandate, 
should not be regarded as applying to Burma. 

According to information received from the 
League of Nations the following countries have 
ratified or adhered to the convention: Albania, 
Belgium, Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
New Zealand, India, Bulgaria, China, Cuba, 
Czechoslovakia, Ecuador, Egypt, Finland, 
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iran, 
Iraq, Italy and Italian colonies, Luxemburg, 
Monaco, Poland and Free City of Danzig, 
Rumania, San Marino, Sudan, Switzerland, 
Turkey, Venezuela, and Yugoslavia. 
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